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illamette University College of Law
facultylincludes some of the most respected legal
minds in the country. They are nationally recognized
for their research, their publications and their contri-
butions to the law, particularly in the areas of com-
mercial and business law, labor law, international law,
property law, environmental law, tax law, trial advo-
cacy and dispute resolution. Students have traveled
across the country to study with Willamette faculty
members whose knowledge and reputation in their
field were significant.

In addition to their impeccable credentials and
their years of law practice, the Willamette faculty
have a deep love of and commitment to teaching the
law. Because of the law school’s small size (approxi-
mately 400 students), students are not relegated to
working with teaching assistants. Professors meet
individually with students to inspire and challenge,
to help students hone their thinking skills and sharp-
en their understanding of the law. Often Willamette
professors become respected mentors as well as
friends and colleagues.

The extensive knowledge the full-time faculty
brings to the College of Law curriculum is further
expanded by the insights and perspectives brought to
the school by the body of talented lawyers and jurists
who act as Willamette's adjunct professors and visit-
ing professors. To round out students’ exposure to a
range of legal perspectives, Willamette University
and the College of Law also bring to campus each
year a roster of distinguished speakers. Some of
the past speakers at Willamette have included:
Julian Bond, Jane Bryant Quinn, Philip Agee, Jaime
Escalante, Frank Susman and Cornel West.

At Willamette University College of Law,
expect to be challenged, to defend your opinions, to
think and rethink your ideas and to leave with a
heightened respect for yourself and confidence in

what you can do.
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esa Yorozu and her sister, Tasha, also a Willamette University College

of Law graduate, were raised in Japan where, as daughters of an inter-

racial couple, they were “keenly aware of how people were treated
unfairly based on their different appearance, race or heritage. We chose the law
because we thought the profession attracted people that upheld principles of
fairness and equality.”

When choosing a law school, Yorozu says, “I looked for a university where I
could build my confidence and prepare for the professional world. I was not con-
cerned with the name as much as I was with the substantive aspect of the school:
Were the professors dedicated to teaching? Were the students dedicated to learn-
ing? Did the professors hold themselves to a higher ethical and professional stan-
dard? Willamette met my expectations. The professors are very much interested in
not only your academic life but your professional life. They provided a good balance
of solid education and practical insights into the practice of law that has been valu-
able to me.”

Because of her proficiency in English and Japanese, Yorozu has had the
opportunity to work in a variety of areas in corporate law that involved Japanese
businesses. Recently, she has chosen to specialize in technology transactions.

“My interest in intellectual property started at Willamette. Technology
transactions is a good harmony of corporate law and intellectual property.
Specializing in the area of intellectual property law has also blended very well
with my degree in philosophy. I was used to thinking in more dynamic and creative
terms. The flexibility of that thinking works well in understanding the abstract con-

cepts of intellectual property and resolving intellectual property issues.”
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CURRICULUM

WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW IS KNOWN FOR ITS CHALLENGING AND REWARDING
curriculum, giving students a solid grounding in the basics of the law, yet allowing
them the flexibility to investigate interests and develop specialties. During the first
year, a solid core curriculum gives students the essentials of the law. The second
and third years round out those studies and allow students to explore the interests

they’ve developed.

THE COURSE OF STUDY

THE COURSE OF STUDY AT WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW IS BASED ON FULL-TIME
attendance for six semesters, in three academic years. Students are required to com-
plete at least 88 hours of credit, 66 of which must be in graded classes. Each semes-
ter, students must maintain a minimum of 10 hours of credit. Students must complete
a writing requirement during the second or third year, and maintain a 2.0 grade point

average for all three years in order to graduate.

FIRST YEAR

In the first year, students take a prescribed group of classes.

REQUIRED COURSES, FALL SEMESTER:
Contracts
Torts
Criminal Law

Property
Legal Research and Writing

REQUIRED COURSES, SPRING SEMESTER:
Contracts
Constitutional Law |
Dispute Resolution
Civil Procedure
Legal Research and Writing

ABOUT LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING

Writing and research are an integral part of any legal education. What makes Willamette's
program unique is that the writing and research class and one substantive class are small —
approximately 25 students — and are taught in conjunction. Students learn the skills needed for
all of their course work by focusing on the subject of one. In their substantive classes, students
are intraduced to the basic principles of legal analysis, research and effective legal writing in the
first semester. They prepare case briefs, research assignments, closed-universe memoranda
and open-universe research memoranda. In the second semester, students write more sophisti-
cated memoranda and there is an additional focus on persuasive writing. The first year ends with
a required appellate brief and moot court oral argument.
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‘ ‘ Ididn’t have a specific area of interest when I started law school,” says Elise
McClure, “but Willamette had a very good tax program, with classes in every-
thing from federal tax preparation to estate planning. The required tax class I took

one year was interesting. It made more use of the problem-solving and analytical skills I

had from my business and finance background than other areas of the law. I liked the fact

that you had a problem you could solve rather than arguing gray areas.”

When she left Willamette, McClure decided to go into public accounting for a while to
strengthen her background in tax, an unusual step at the time. She later took the CPA.
exam — an arduous process as she had not studied accounting as an undergraduate — and
that combined with her J.D. has served her well.

McClure planned to go into a law firm once she had a strong background in tax,
but her plan gradually changed. She liked the work and the people. After eight years, she
joined Starbucks and started their tax department.

“About half of the people practicing tax in large companies are lawyers,” says McClure.
“A legal background is very helpful because you have a better understanding of research,
writing and reasoning, and of the structure of the laws. And Willamette gave me a good

grounding in tax. At the College of Law I learned a lot about discipline and approaching

problem solving that has served me well in my career.”
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‘ ‘ am the first in my family to get a college degree and the only one to get a
law degree,” said Daniel Santos. “After finishing my B.S., I worked for
eight years, first in migrant education in southern Oregon, and then for

the Oregon Migrant Education Service Center in Salem, before I returned to school

for my law degree.”

Because Santos was interested in the facets of poverty law, he clerked at Marion
Polk Legal Services while at Willamette. “I had the opportunity to do many things,
from being a student lawyer in the court system to working on appeals.” Until he
started working there, no one on the staff spoke Spanish. That was not a problem, he
was told, because they had few Spanish-speaking clients. “But once I got started,” he
said, “it was almost a dilemma because we had so many Spanish-speaking people
come to our office. It showed there was a demand for people who can serve a linguis-
tically different clientele.”

“There were a variety of law specialties that attracted me in school. What
fascinated me, though, was that I didn’t have to become a courtroom lawyer. 1
could use my degree in public policy and administration.” A former adjunct
professor at Willamette suggested that Governor Neil Goldschmidt’s administration
interview Santos. Since then he has held an array of positions under several adminis-
trations. In his current position, he puts his experience in education, public policy
and law to work. He has received numerous awards and recognitions for his work

in the community.
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